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2020 Certification Workshops and Exams
POSTPONED
Hello Tree Inspectors,

Due to the extended restrictions on travel and the general situation surrounding
COVID-19, the 2020 Tree Inspector Certification Workshops are postponed. We
are currently developing alternative options which will take the form of either inperson workshops and exams later in the year, a new online certification option,
or both. Those currently enrolled in the workshops have been contacted directly
about the postponements.

Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding as we chart the best
way forward through the current and unfolding situation.

All the best,
Ryan Murphy, University of Minnesota
Valerie McClannahan, MN Department of Natural Resources

The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and the Tree
Care Industry Association (TCIA) have provided guidance on
essential tree care activities in regards to the COVID-19 situation. Please find the joint statement at the following link:
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Portals/0/Assets/PDF/News/ISATCIA-Joint-Statement-Essential-Services.pdf

TreeIQ Featured Tree Inspector, Spring 2020
Theri Wasniewski
Central Lakes College, Brainerd, Minnesota
Interview by Gary Johnson, University of Minnesota, Department of Forest Resources
As we all hunker down in our campgrounds, staying at least six
feet away from each other, bathing ourselves in hand sanitizer

with Aloe and Vitamin E, and praying that our cache of toilet paper holds out through the Apocalypse, it’s nice to hear something
positive now and then. The spring birds are singing in most of the
state, so we’ve got that going for us…which is nice. No mosquitoes yet…really nice. We’re finding those obscure NetFlix, Hulu,
and Amazon series that all of a sudden are interesting (I’m still unsure why I never tire of
“Twin Peaks”), or at least an excuse to hang with the family.
Some of us are lucky enough to interview interesting, funny, and positive people for the
TreeIQ quarterly newsletter, specifically Certified Tree Inspectors. To be truthful, I should be
more specific because I find every Tree Inspector interesting, funny, and positive. This edition
of TreeIQ features one of the most positive people, much less a Tree Inspector, that I’ve run
into over the past 28 years, someone that I cannot ever remember NOT having a smile on her
face. If you ever travel to Brainerd, in particular to Central Lakes College and their Horticulture
program, you must stop and say “hi” to Theri Wasniewski. Theri has been an instructor there
for many years and I guarantee that you’ll leave with a smile on your face and a positive outlook for the rest of the day. To learn more about Theri the Certified Tree Inspector (TTCTI),
please read on.
TreeIQ: What is your current professional position and how long have you been in that profession?
TTCTI: This is my 28th year teaching in the Horticulture department at Central Lakes College/
Brainerd Campus. I am a self-proclaimed tree nerd.

TreeIQ: Okay (awkward), what academic background qualified you to be a tree nerd?
TTCTI: I have a bachelor’s degree from UW-Steven’s
Point in Urban Forestry with a Botany minor and a
Master’s of Science degree in Tree Physiology from
Purdue University.

TreeIQ: Impressive; no wonder you know so much
about plants. Okay, here’s a softball. How long have
you been a MN Certified Tree Inspector…in dog
years?

TTCTI: I’m pretty sure I have been certified for ~25
years. (ed. note: that’s 3.5-ish dog years)

TreeIQ: What drew you to the program in the first
place?
TTCTI: When I was first hired at the college, one of
my teaching partners was attending a recertification seminar. Coming from Wisconsin, I had
not heard of such a thing. Trees are my first love, I
wanted in! The wood identification was definitely
the hardest part of the exam for me.

TreeIQ: (elm, oak, ash, other, and repeat) Sorry…shiny
object. Okay, next question, if you had to guess,
about how many students have you introduced to
the program and helped them become Tree Inspectors over the years?
TTCTI: Tough question, I have been teaching for a
while, but only recently have I been testing my students at the end of their Integrated Pest Management course. I’m going to guess I’ve introduced
~150 students to the program and that about ½
have become Certified Tree Inspectors. Some of our
students are going down the tracks for greenhouse
work and local food production (they aren’t as focused on trees…).

TreeIQ: Wow, that’s impressive…good job, Theri.
What is it about the Tree Inspector program that
you value the most?

TTCTI: I think networking is one of our best
tools. When something happens (DED, Emerald Ash
borer) we really need to rely on each other to get
the truthful word out to our non-tree friends. We
need to know what works well and what
doesn’t. Having a system in place like the Certified
Tree Inspector program, we are much more likely to
prevail and save as much of our urban and natural
forests as possible.

TreeIQ: Couldn’t have said it better, Theri. What role
or roles have you filled as a Tree Inspector?

TTCTI: Living in the Brainerd Lakes area, I have not
had a lot of calls as a local Tree Inspector. As Theri
the Soccer/Nordic Ski mom and Hort Instructor I answer tree questions every week. My students send
me pictures with questions all the time. I was
thrilled when I was allowed to certify my students. They take a semester course, Integrated Pest
Management and take the certification exam as
their Final at the end of the semester.

TreeIQ: Those students are lucky to have that opportunity. Okay, here comes one of those stupid
questions, like when someone asks you if you would
write something memorable in their high school
year book. Do you have a memorable Tree Inspector story or experience?
TTCTI: One of my most memorable Tree Inspector
stories is pretty nerd-y as it isn’t really my own experience, but to me it is the best. A student of mine
who became a Certified Tree Inspector texted me
several summers ago (a greenhouse student - “nontree” student). It was her first summer as an inspector, she was amazed that she was actually called to
go to a person’s house to tell them what was wrong
with their tree (as in maybe I was lying that she
could be contacted and that she had knowledge the
average homeowner didn’t have). She asked me
“What am I supposed to do!?!”! I told her to go the
house and look at the tree. I don’t remember what
the problem was, but she went and she diagnosed
the problem. We had a happy homeowner and very
happy student.

TreeIQ: Darn, this ink just turned to warm fuzzies.
What motivates you to continue as a Tree Inspector?
TTCTI: For me, trees are “it”, they are the bomb,
they make every day better. Losing trees in mass
quantities scares me to death. I am a planner—I like
to know what I’m up against before it comes. I enjoy re-certification day. I love taking a day off from
my regular job to listen to someone else talk about
trees. I much enjoy every side note Gary Johnson
can come up with and I can’t wait to see what
Ryan’s hair will look like each year ☺.

TreeIQ: Shoot, you had to bring up hair. I used to
have hair. Anyway, we’re almost done. Now, for the
reveal: When you're not working, what takes up
your time...in a good way?
TTCTI: Our last child of three will be headed to college next fall. I am looking forward to working on
my yard more during the summers and traveling

more to both familiar and unknown places (there
are so many huge, gnarly, and sacred trees I have
yet to meet!). I was recently asked “How do you
know when you are looking at an Elm
tree?” Reason #987 (give or take a few) to be in
love with trees and their people!

TreeIQ: Theri, thanks a ton for taking the time for
this interview and I hope you enjoyed it as much as I
did.
TTCTI: Crickets…

Gary Johnson
Urban and Community Forestry
University of Minnesota

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Resources for Best Planting Practices
The MN DNR has developed a number of different resources for disseminating information about best planting practices. You may find these especially helpful if
you are working within a community with volunteers or have homeowners that are
interested in learning more.
Their website has a number of downloadable PDFs which you are able to print out
and distribute on your own (examples below) as well as short informative videos
on topics such as tree planting, watering and mulching. Take a look and utilize
these resources!
Visit the website: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/residential_plant.html

Pruning (some) Fruit-bearing Trees & Shrubs:
Why, When, What, Where
Gary Johnson, University of Minnesota
Perspective.
This brief review of pruning fruit-bearing trees and shrubs in Minnesota is not intended to be “The Complete Works on Pruning.” Not even close. There is no reason for that since there are so many fine books
and publications available online. This is intended to be a quick guide for those of you out there who are
frequently questioned by inexperienced people who have planted or inherited an apple or pear tree, or
maybe just a mess of currant shrubs.
For the sake of keeping this little guide little, only a relatively few trees and shrubs will be addressed:
apples, pears, sour cherries, and currants. Also included will be a section on “for more information,” and
another on FAQs; hopefully both will be useful.

Why Prune?
Good and even fruit development on apples, pears
and cherries requires good exposure to sunlight. If
the tree canopy is too dense, those interior fruit
that are shaded will develop and ripen smaller and
later than those that are on the outside. Pruning to
develop a canopy that maximizes light penetration
throughout the tree will help yield more pounds of
fruit.
Pruning to allow better air circulation throughout
the canopy helps reduce the frequency and extent
of some disease problems, especially those fungal
diseases. With currants, older canes need to be removed to make room for the most productive three
year old canes. Getting the older ones out increases
production as well as air circulation and light penetration.
Cherries can suffer severely from brown rot, which doesn’t kill the tree but ruins the harvest. Again,
better air circulation helps reduce the problem, although it doesn’t cure it.
Pear trees tend to develop multiple leaders with weak attachments, which makes them vulnerable to
breakage. Combine that with the fact that pears are prolific fruiters that add a lot of weight to the leaders and branches and it becomes a recipe for some significant damage due to branches ripping out in
wind storms or simply from the weight of the fruit.

Above. Note the Very Upright Growth Habit of This Pear
Right. Brown Rot on Sour Cherry Tree – A Fungal Disease

When to Prune?
This is a double-edged question. The best time to prune a fruit-bearing tree is during those first 1-5 years
after planting to make sure it develops good architecture. For apples and pears, most homeowners prefer
pruning them so they retain a single, central leader. This gives them the look of a nice landscape tree that
has the added benefit of producing some tasty fruit.
Along with a central leader, the main “scaffold” branches should be selected and nurtured during the formative years. The scaffold branches
are the ones that the majority of smaller branches and flower buds will
form on, therefore, they should be well-spaced from each other to maximize sunlight, air movement, and balanced around the tree. Spacing be-

tween the scaffold branches varies depending on whether the tree is a
dwarf, semi-dwarf or standard sized tree, but they should be spaced far
enough apart to allow good sunlight penetration.
The other “when” answer relates to the time of the year. Ideally, pruning
is done right after the end of brutally cold winter temperatures and before spring growth begins. Minnesota is a tall state and that time of the
year can be weeks apart depending on if you live in Caledonia or Bemidji.
Roughly speaking, March and April are the best pruning months.
Life gets busy in the late winter and spring, though, and the well-intended plans to prune those trees in
March suddenly are remembered in May or June! It’s a lot better to prune then even if they are not the ide-

al months rather than let the trees become over-burdened with fruit, plagued by more fungal diseases than

necessary, and with fruit so small and scrappy-looking that they’re only good for ciders. Go ahead and prune
then, but try to make it as light as possible rather than removing major branches.

What to Prune?
This is the point when people get nervous. There’s a fear of pruning too much, pruning the wrong branches,
not pruning enough…all really good fears as it turns out. The good thing is that it’s not the end of the world
if mistakes are made since plants are pretty resilient and will give you another chance in a year or two to
learn from your mistakes.
First, decide whether the best architecture for a fruit-bearing tree is a) the more traditional looking tree
(think of a northern pin oak) with a central leader, b) a modified leader that keeps the tree a bit smaller, or
c) an open-centered look (think Eastern redbud or hawthorn). There are advantages to all of them. Most
homeowners choose the traditional, central-leader system for apples and pears, and the (natural) opencentered look for cherries.

Thank you Ohio State University for the use of this graphic.

Then, decide which horizontal branches you want to keep as the permanent “scaffold” branches that will
support the smaller branches and the flower buds that produce the fruit. This is when you decide the spacing between scaffold branches and do your best to make sure they are evenly placed around the tree for
balance. Once you have your basic tree architecture developed (it takes a few years), then you will remove
any competing scaffold branches that shade the center out too much. Note: if you have two potential
scaffold branches that are running closely parallel to each other, remove one early on.

To get that modified central leader look, which is really useful for people who don’t like to work from ladders to pick the fruit, periodically (maybe every 2-3 years) prune back the central leader to a smaller side
branch lower down and either let it grow naturally north (you’re taking a chance), or “splint” it to force it to
grow upward. To splint it, use a bamboo cane. Attach the cane to the trunk of the tree with zip ties, all the
way up past the height of the chosen new leader. Then, pull (gently) the chosen new leader up to the cane
and zip tie it in place. If you do this in March-May, by mid-summer it will grow upright on its own…usually.
The cherries we grow in Minnesota do well with an open-center architecture, and most of them are very
easy to prune in that way. Basically, there’s no leader, and lots of sunlight ripening up all the fruit evenly. It
also makes it easier to harvest the fruit. There tend to be fewer fungal diseases with this system, too. You

can still grow them with a central leader, but they seem to adjust more naturally with an open center form.

University of Wisconsin Extension…You Rock! Thanks for the illustration.

Pears can be a challenge because unlike cherry trees, they tend to grow very upright with multiple leaders
and produce so much fruit that they break apart a lot, especially with snow loads or windy weather. Because of this, the best pruning is the pruning done when they are small. Prune out all leaders but one. If you
choose to keep some of the other leaders, you can force them to grow more horizontally, which reduces the
issue of breakage later on.

We’re much obliged to the University of Maryland for the use of these great graphics!

In the illustration above, the multiple vertical growing leaders and side branches have been
forced to grow more horizontally by the use of “spreaders” or spreader sticks (see those six angled lines on the right, pushing the branches out?). Spreader sticks can be made by using 1”x2”
lumber, notching the ends into a “V” shape, padding the notch ends a bit with some cloth or other fabric, and then forcing the branches out by wedging the spreader between the main leader
and the other “NBA-Wannabee” leaders. Do this in the spring when the branches are more supple and bendable. It works. After a growing season, you can take the spreaders out.
What else? Watersprouts and suckers, basically very fastgrowing, very vertical vegetative shoots that don’t have flower
buds. They’re good for photosynthesis, not good for filling your
belly or a pie crust. And they tend to shade out the flower buds
and developing fruit. Watersprouts grow off of branches and tree
trunks. Suckers grow at the ground line next to/from the tree
trunks. Prune them out in the spring as they develop, and again

in the late autumn.
Don’t remove too many flower buds, especially if you’re growing
the trees for fruit. Flower buds are usually very plump. Leaf buds
are usually smaller, skinnier, often growing real close to the
branches and twigs. Some fruit tree varieties are “spur-bearing.”
Spurs look like short (1/4” to 1.0”), stubby branches, with rings
around the stubs. These are the flower and fruit-bearing buds
and if they are removed, then you end up with really nice shade
trees…but no fruit.

University of Maine…Thanks
a Ton for the Spurs!

How about currants? After all of the work outlined in this primer, there’s a good chance you’ll
choose to grow currants. Hey, they’re delicious! You won’t need ladders or saws to maintain them.
You can easily dry the fruit and enjoy them all winter.

Our very own University of Minnesota helped with this photo. We’re drooling and grateful.

So how do you prune them? Pretty simple. Thin the canes out (the many vertical growing stems) to
the ground so there is plenty of sunlight reaching all the flowers and developing fruit. Dwell on keep-

ing three-year-old canes…they’re the producers. If the bed of currants gets too thick or unhealthy or
ravaged by rabbits, you can cut all the canes back to the ground in the spring or autumn, and within
three years there will be plentiful fruit again.

Where to Prune?
This, too, is pretty simple.
Rule #1: no flush cuts when removing
branches. Flush cuts as the name implies

are saw or pruner cuts that sever the
branch flush with the larger branch or
trunk that it was growing from. It leaves
too large of a wound and encourages decay. Decay is a major issue with cherries.
Please leave as much of the “branch collar” as possible when removing branches.
That collar tissue will seal over the pruning wound soon and minimize any decay

that could develop in the tree trunk.

Thank you Smokey Bear and the U.S. Forest Service for this drawing.

Rule #2: No chain saws. If you need a chain saw, you waited too long…and you need to hire an arborist for your own safety.
Rule #3: Keep your tools clean. After pruning trees with suspected diseases and before moving on to
another tree, spray the saw blade and the pruning shears blade with 90% rubbing alcohol. Then light
it to burn off the alcohol and reasonably sterilize the blades. If you want, you could toast marshmallows while you do this…or not.

A Couple of FAQs.
Q: My apple tree doesn’t produce a lot of fruit reliably. Some years are good, some are pretty poor.
What’s the deal?
Educated Guess: Perhaps your apple tree is a biennial bearing tree, like the Macoun apple. That’s
normal for it. Maybe the spring weather has been unpredictable and lousy for good pollination of
the flowers…too windy, too rainy, too cold. Maybe the winter temperatures have been unusually
cold and they’ve killed a bunch of the flower buds. Finally, maybe there aren’t reliable crosspollinating trees in your area.
Q: What can I do to prevent critter damage in the autumn, winter, spring to my trees?
A: Most of that damage will be from a) rabbits (stop calling them bunnies); b) voles; c) deer (stop

calling them Bambis). If you want to make sure none of them will kill/damage your trees, use ¼”
hardware cloth to make a tree trunk protector for them. Leave at least an inch of space between the
tree trunks and the wire. You can leave this on all year if you choose until the trunk gets too big and
you need to make a newer, larger trunk protector.
Also, smelly repellents like Liquid Fence work well to protect your plants through the winter. You will
need to “freshen” up the plants by re-spraying them every 30-40 days, though. It’s worth it and
those products work very well.

For More Information:
University of Minnesota Extension: https://extension.umn.edu/find-plants/fruit
University of New Hampshire Extension: https://extension.unh.edu/resource/growing-fruitslow-input-tree-fruits-nh-home-orchards-fact-sheet-0
Cornell University Extension: https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/67/
Cornell_Guide_to_Growing_Fruit.pdf;sequence=2
Michigan State University: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/
growing_fruit_trees_in_the_backyard

Apple Scab Factsheet
Ryan Murphy, Department of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota
Apple and crabapple are important and widespread trees in both the
commercial horticulture and agriculture markets. Apple scab is suggested to be the most important disease affecting these trees. The
causal agent of apple scab is the fungus Venturia inaequalis. This fungus also can infect mountain ash, pear and cotoneaster. Apple scab is
not an immediately fatal disease of trees, but successive years of infection can weaken a tree leading to an overall decline in health. This disease also impacts the aesthetic value of trees planted in the landscape
and has negative economic impacts for farmers for which infection
leads to unsaleable fruits.
Signs and Symptoms
The first visible symptoms of apple scab can occur soon after leaf
emergence in the spring. The initial infection can start quite small but
develops into round olive-green colored lesions approximately one half
inch across – often seen forming along and connected to leaf veins.
Lesions continue to expand in size, growing darker and even coalescing. Eventually, leaves turn yellow in color and drop from the tree in
mid-summer. Symptoms of infection develop on fruits in a similar fashion. However, lesions develop into a corky textured mass, deforming
and cracking the apple fruits.
Management & Control
The apple scab fungus perpetuates itself by overwintering on the fallen
leaf material. Come spring, the wet weather cues and provides the
proper conditions for the fruiting structures to begin maturing and
eventually releasing ascospores, which find their way to the developing
leaves and cause new infection. Understanding this aspect of the life
cycle of the fungus, we see that raking up fallen leaves around previously infected trees is a good cultural practice to remove inoculum
from the environment.
Unfortunately, this may not be a fool-proof method, since spores can
Figure. Top: early symptoms of apple scab on leaves.
blow in from other yards or natural areas nearby. Fungicides can be
Middle: yellowing of leaves, indicative of advanced
used to prevent new infection but must be timed properly in the
disease progression. Bottom: apple scab infecting fruit.
spring. Once lesions appear, these will not be cured by spraying fungiPictures source: Koetter & Grabowski, 2019.
cidal products. The recommended window for effective fungicide application starts when leaves are about half-way emerged. After the
initial application, subsequent applications of fungicide spray are required to properly protect plant tissue.
There are additional preventative measures that can be taken without the use of chemical interventions. First is cultivar selection.
Lucky for us, there are a number of commercially available cultivars of both apple and crabapple which are resistant or even immune to apple scab. A list of these cultivars is readily available from UMN Extension. Second, is proper plant maintenance and site
selection. The apple scab fungus thrives in moist situations. Prune your apple and crabapple trees to allow for good air circulation
through the canopy, and don’t place plants too close together when you plant them.
References:
Bowen, J.K., Mesarich, C.H., Bus, V.G.M., Beresford, R.M., Plummer, K.M., & Templeton, M.D. 2011. Venturia inaequalis: the causal
agent of apple scab. Molecular Plant Pathology 12(2), 105-122.

Koetter, R. & Grabowski, M. 2019. Apple scab of apples and crabapples. University of Minnesota Extension. Available online <
https://extension.umn.edu/ plant-diseases/apple-scab#apple-trees-susceptible-to-apple-scab-in-minnesota-1165360>

Bur Oak Blight Factsheet
Ryan Murphy, Department of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota
Bur oak blight (BOB) is a fungal foliar disease caused by the recently characterized fungus Tubakia iowensis. As its name suggests,
BOB is a disease affecting bur oaks - more specifically, the small-acorn variety of bur oak, Quercus macrocarpa var. oliviformis.
Some infections have also occurred on swamp white oak (Q. bicolor) (Morton Arboretum). Bur oak blight has been observed in several Midwestern states, with the greatest infections currently occurring in Iowa and MN (Harrington & McNew, 2016). The disease
is not fatal to susceptible trees, but could contribute to a decline in health over a number of years of heavy infection.
Signs and Symptoms
The typical disease progression
starts in the early summer after
leaf emergence. The first symptoms appear on leaf veins as
purplish brown lesions (see
figure). As the disease progresses and becomes more severe, a
characteristic wedge shaped
necrosis develops from the outer leaf margin eventually leading to complete leaf senescence.
Black
pustule-like
fruiting bodies begin appearing
on swollen leaf petioles starting
in later summer. Infected trees
will retain some leaves into
winter months. Healthy bur
oaks generally do not retain
leaves into the winter.

Figure. Top: infected bur oaks next to healthy bur oak. Top right: early
symptoms of BOB appearing on leaf veins. Bottom right: fruiting bodies on leaf petiole. PHOTOS: DR. TOM HARRINGTON AND DOUG
MCNEW, IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Management & Control
Bur oak blight is a relatively newly identified pathogen that seems to be gaining in severity. As such, limited research has been conducted into effective control strategies. Common recommendations for foliar fungal diseases include cleaning up fall leaves to reduce the inoculum source; however, this strategy is not necessarily totally effective for managing BOB due to the fact that leaves
are retained in the tree where the fruiting structures can then release spores the following spring -right next to emerging leaves.
Injections of propiconazole, a fungicide prescribed in the control of oak wilt, have been used and observed to be effective in some
cases for 1-2 seasons. Further recommendations from plant protection companies may also include plant growth regulator applications and insecticides (Arborjet). Injections should be undertaken by a certified arborist.

Not all bur oaks seem to be susceptible to bur oak blight. As seen in the figure above, it is possible to have a susceptible bur oak
directly next to an unaffected bur oak. Unfortunately, the mode of resistance to BOB is unknown, and at this time, no resistant selections are marketed. However, as stated earlier, BOB is not a fatal disease, and a tree that is severely defoliated one year can
come back looking great the next. Take steps to ensure the health of your bur oak. For example, avoid construction damage and
maintain a healthy root zone.
Cited References:
Arborjet. Bur oak blight. <https://arborjet.com/problems_solutions/bur-oak-blight/>
Harrington, T. C., and D. McNew. 2016. Bur oak blight. Pp. 16-19 In: Diseases of the Great Plains. A. D. Bergdahl and A. Hill, eds. U.S.
Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. RMRS-GTR-33 5. Fort Collins, Colorado.
Morton Arboretum. Bur Oak Blight. Found online < https://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-and-plant-advice/help-diseases/
bur-oak-blight>

Tree Inspector Program Survey
University of Minnesota Department of Forest Resources
Every few years, the Tree Inspector education team at the University
of Minnesota reaches out to the Tree Inspector community with a
program survey. The purpose of the survey is to help keep the training workshops and certification program current and pertinent to
the issues that each and every community in Minnesota is addressing.
Although our last survey was conducted in 2016, a lot has impacted
urban trees in Minnesota: the further spread of emerald ash borer,
bur oak blight, the decline in the health of maples, and the continuing issues with spruce and some of the pines. So it seems like a good

time to get your opinions and observations again.
Thanks for helping.

Take the Survey Online Now—Click Here

Download a Paper Copy and Return by Mail

About this publication
TreeIQ - The MN Tree Inspector Quarterly is a publication produced
by the University of Minnesota in collaboration with agency partners. TreeIQ is a seasonal electronic newsletter devoted to providing timely technical information and community connections for
M i n n e s o t a ’s
Certified
Tree
Inspectors.
The University of Minnesota offers certification and recertification
opportunities and proctors new certification exams at the certification workshops. For more information on the Tree Inspector program, the certification, and other frequently asked questions,

please visit us at www.mntreeinspector.com.
Contact treesins@umn.edu with any questions or submissions.

The Minnesota Certified Tree Inspector program was first implemented in 1974 and
has since supported hundreds of participating communities around the state.
The Tree Inspector Program is administered by the Minnesota Department of Natural

Resources in partnership with the University of Minnesota’s Forestry Department.

This publication made possible through a grant from the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources and the USDA Forest Service. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

